
To fulfill this responsibility, Izaac will 
need support of $1500-$2000 per 
month from our camp churches. 
Over the next six months he will be 
contacting churches to schedule 
meetings where he can present his 
burden and vision for the work. The 
desire is to see support available by 
then, so they can begin fulltime by 
the end of next summer. If you are 
interested in contacting him directly 
to schedule a meeting you can do so 
at pdirector@obf.net.  

We are thankful for the 
VanderSchel’s contributions to the 
ministry at Peniel and look forward to 
how the Lord will use them in the 
future. I will be glad to answer any 
questions you may have.  

For His glory,  

Donald Gallion  
President, Ohio Bible Mission  

Members and friends of the OBF,  

At the recent Ohio Bible Fellowship 
Conference, the Ohio Bible Mission 
announced the acceptance of Mr. 
Izaac VanderSchel as OBM Program 
Director for Peniel Bible Camp. We 
look forward to the opportunities 
Izaac’s full-time efforts will afford.  

Most people will recognize Izaac as 
the summer Program Director of the 
OBF camping program for the past 
nine years while serving on the 
faculty of Fayette Christian School. 
His new position will enhance the 
OBF camping program through year-
round planning and support for our 
weekend retreats. It will increase the 
options available for all churches and 
Christian schools that rent the camp, 
enabling them to have a program 
director. Along with program 
development, he will look to 
consistently present the opportunities 
of Peniel in our churches.  

Our camp facilities 
have been constantly 
expanding, with only 
temporary increases in 
our maintenance 
personnel. Having a 
second family on site 
will be an aid and 
backup for the 
maintenance and 
operation functions of 
the Camp 
Superintendent, Jerry 
Edinger.  

Be Informed...Be Aware! 
 

The last issue of the Visitor was back in June of this year, so you may 
have wondered—is the Visitor dead? While there have been some 
challenges and changes, the Visitor is continuing. So, given the space of 
time between the last issue and this one, let’s take a moment to 
remember the purpose, character, and essential components of this, the 
printed “voice” of the Ohio Bible Fellowship. 
 
Through the Visitor items concerning the members and local churches  
of the OBF are conveyed, such as special activities and programs, camp 
news, missionary news, editorial commentary, and biographical and 
historical sketches. 
 
The Visitor has historically and will continue to be known as a tool for 
churches, interested individuals, and support ministries, specifically 
instructing about biblical convictions, explaining the biblical doctrine of 
separation, analyzing the direction of individuals and movements of the 
various strata of fundamentalism, evangelicalism, and apostasy. 
Through its pages we seek to be alerted to and warned of dangerous 
trends, gain information for a biblical stand on current issues, and 
obtain help in the ministry of the Word, worship, evangelism, and 
practical godliness. 
 
Fulfilling these objectives through this periodical will be accomplished 
by providing the Visitor in both print and electronic formats. You can 
download PDF’s at the OBF Visitor website in several formats, as well 
as link to the separate posts there. Use this for its intended purposes—
be informed...be aware! 
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An Introduction to Our 

Constitution 
 

In the months to follow, either I or 
another member of the Ohio Bible 
Fellowship will give a brief exposition 
of some part of our fellowship’s 
constitution in these pages of the 
Visitor. A constitution is a document that 
declares the beliefs and basic rules 
relating to an organization. 
 

Now, I recognize that this may seem as 
dry as toast to some, but that need not 
be the case. As the years roll on, 
memories fade, and our membership 
changes, we must remember who we 
are and what we are committed to. As 
well, reviewing what we believe should be 
edifying to us! 
 

To be sure, there is no explicit 
scriptural basis for a church or a formal 
fellowship such as ours having a 
constitution. But there are scriptural 
principles and reasons for having one. 
 

For one thing a constitution is a great 
tool to help us do things decently and 
in order (1 Cor 14:40). A constitution 
says, “This is how we’re going to do 
this.” The Bible doesn’t give details 
about every area. An assembly through 
a constitution anticipates such details 
and accordingly says what it will do. 
Even then, not every possible situation 
has to (or can!) be covered, but within a 

constitution’s guidelines specific 
procedures can be established and 
recorded in the minutes, thereby 
guiding similar future situations. 
 

Another reason for having a 
constitution is to be able to distinguish 
between who is “in” and “out.” With 
the many different beliefs and practices 
flying under the banner of Christianity, 
it is imperative that a group interprets 
and states what it believes. This is 
necessary for protection and unity. 
 

With regard to the section of our 
constitution that sets forth our 
doctrinal beliefs, remember that this 
statement does not say that if someone 
believes differently he isn’t a Christian. 
What a doctrinal statement does do is 
say that such a person cannot be a 
member of that particular organization. 
Those who authored the statement 
believed that such issues were essential 
to the unity and purposes of the 
organization. 
 

There is a great danger in being 
ignorant of one’s constitution, but 
there is even greater danger in 
intentionally ignoring or disregarding it. 
Imagine if we were to ignore or 
become ignorant of, say, our belief that 
Jesus is God? Can you imagine what 
that would do to both our character and 
our practice? 
 

So, with this in mind, as you read the 
expositions of the OBF constitution 
over the months to come in these 
pages...read them! Understand them! Use 
them to help others come to what we 
believe is the Scriptural position 
regarding of various issues. 

Upcoming OBF Conferences 
 

Our 2011 Winter Conference is 
January 7-8 at Fayette Bible Church in 
Washington Court House, Ohio. The 
theme is “Fulfilling the Great 
Commission in the Local Church,” 
with four different speakers 
encouraging and instructing on how we 
can obey Christ’s command. Check the 
OBF website (www.obf.net) and 
Facebook page for more information. 
 

The upcoming 2011 Spring 
Conference is April 8-9 at Greencastle 
Bible Church in Carroll, Ohio. 
 

Church News 
 

Bible Community Church (Mentor) 
praises the Lord for recent salvations, 
new members, growing attendance, and 
mutual love among the brethren. 
 

Falls Berean Bible Church 
(Cuyahoga Falls) just finished an eight 
week Biblical Finances Series with 
Harry and Lynn Dodd of Grace 
Church of Mentor. They also did a 
series for the children on the ABC’s of 
Handling Money Wisely. 
 

Fayette Bible Church’s (Washington 
Court House) new gym is now under 
roof! The church body is working 
together to reach people for Christ and 
disciple one another with God’s Word. 
 

Greencastle Bible Church (Carroll) 
observed their 45th anniversary on Sept 
ember 12, followed by a Family 
Conference on October 30-31 with Dr. 
Rand Hummel of the WILDS. 
 

Middlefield Bible Church has 
launched a new website: 
middlefieldbiblechurch.org. They have 
also had folks responding to efforts 
through door-to-door and newspaper 
advertisements. 
 

Morrow Bible Church (Centerburg) 
observed Reformation Sunday (Oct 
31) with a message by Rev. Robert 
Mazzie and a video on the life of 
Martin Luther. Also, Stephen Howard 
has been called to serve as a two year 
assistant. Stephen, Jenny, and daughter 
Hannah plan to move in the end of 
December. 
 

Orwell Bible Church praises the 
Lord that it is financially independent. 
A new effort to minister God’s Word 
to individual homes through mailings 
and visits has also been started. 
 

Missionaries 
 

Mike and Faith Goldfuss (Mexico 
City, Mexico), praises the Lord for 
Jorge and Cecilia, a couple that 
recently moved there and have been 
regularly attending. Pray for the bi-
monthly ministry to men. Pray also for 
protection from drug-related 
shootings that occur periodically there. 
 

Chris and Heidi Seawright (Pailin, 
Cambodia) Several Bible studies and 
house-to-house visitation have begun. 
Pray for the rapid spread of the Word. 
Many have heard of Jesus but do not 
have a good understanding of the 
gospel or the local church.  Pray for 
existing small assemblies to break 
away from foreign patronage and 
become truly independent churches. 
Pray that we might have a role in 
helping and teaching them in this.  
 
 


